
Dear Friends and Supporters,
For many battered women, a call to our SafeLink hotline will be their first contact with Casa Myrna.  The reassuring
voice they hear on the other end of the line may lead to an open door and a welcoming smile in the middle of the night.
A few days later, there may be assistance with the legal intricacies of filing for a restraining order or child support.
Agency advocates can help expedite school transfers for children forced to leave their homes and neighborhoods.
Women of diverse backgrounds, faiths and orientations will find culturally competent counseling services. Casa Myrna
Vazquez provided these services and more to battered women and their children in 2005.

Domestic violence remains deeply ingrained at every level of our society, and statistics show that it is often exacerbated
by isolation, poverty, low educational status, refugee and immigration issues, mental illness and substance abuse.  Many
of the women we see at Casa Myrna have one or more of those complicating factors - in addition to which most of them
are mothers.  They come to us with babies, toddlers, middle-schoolers and teens.  Our sheltering and community-based
programs are designed to help them obtain what is rightly theirs: a life free from domestic violence.   

We are hopeful that the community education and outreach we do, both on our own and in collaboration with others, will
one day bring an end to the intergenerational cycle of domestic violence in families, neighborhoods and communities.
Until then we will continue, with your support and contributions, to be a refuge and a resource for battered women and
their children who need safety, shelter and support.  

Susan Powers Georgianna Meléndez
Board President Executive Director

THE YEAR IN NUMBERS
With a per-night capacity of 95 women and children, Casa Myrna Vazquez continues to be New England's largest
provider of shelter to battered women and their children. In Fiscal Year 2005,  a total of 352 women and children found
a safe haven at one of the agency's two emergency shelters and three long-term transitional housing programs.  Because
of the continued scarcity of affordable housing in Boston and surrounding towns,  many of the family groups we
sheltered stayed for longer periods of time than in years past while they  worked to find permanent housing solutions.    

SafeLink, the agency's toll-free, statewide hotline, responded to over 13,000 domestic violence service related calls this
year.  The Legal Advocacy Program counseled 445 women on issues arising from domestic violence, approximately 80%

2 0 0 5
A N N U A L  R E P O R T
C A S A  M Y R N A  V A Z Q U E Z

Continued inside



Foundation Supporters
Anonymous
Adelaide Breed Bayrd Foundation
Amelia Peabody Foundation
Anna B. Stearns Charitable   

Foundation
Boston Bar Foundation
Bushrod H. Campbell and Adah F.

Hall Charity Fund
Citizens Bank Foundation
David and Katherine Moore 

Family Foundation
Dennis Family Foundation
Devereaux Charitable Foundation 

Trust
Dickler Family Foundation
The Fadem Family Foundation
The Fassino Foundation
Lincoln and Therese Filene 

Foundation
Fine Family Charitable 

Foundation
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care 

Foundation
The Janey Fund
Liberty Mutual Foundation
The Linden Foundation
George Macomber Family 

Charitable Gift Fund
Sarah and Douglas Marshall 

Charitable Fund
Massachusetts Bar Foundation
Massachusetts Maternity and 

Foundling Hospital Corporation
The New Balance Foundation
The Parthenon Group
Reebok Human Rights 

Foundation
The Rowland Foundation
Sanders Fund, Inc.
Schilthuis Foundation Inc.
Clinton and Wilma Shattuck 

Charitable Trust 
George and Beatrice Sherman 

Charitable Trust
Spector Fund
State Street Foundation
The Yawkey Foundation II

Government Supporters
City of Boston Community 

Development Block Grant
City of Boston Department of 

Neighborhood Development
City of Boston Emergency Shelter 

Grant Funds
Massachusetts Office of Victims 

Assistance 
Massachusetts Executive Office of 

Public Safety 
Massachusetts Department of 

Social Services
Massachusetts Department of 

Transitional Assistance
U.S. Department of Housing & 

Urban Development

Businesses & Corporations
BankNorth
The Baupost Group, LLC
Bloomingdale's
Charlesbank Homes
Faneuil Hall Marketplace
Filene's
First American Title Insurance 

Company
Gibson Domain/ Domain
The Gillette Company
Goll Insurance
Head Games, Inc.
Isaacson, Miller
John Hancock Matching Gifts 

Program
Just Small Jobs, Inc.
Krokidas & Bluestein LLP
L.A. Weight Loss Centers
Loomis-Sayles & Company, LP
Marketing Associates Insurance 

Agency
Massport
New Balance
Nixon Peabody LLP
Proctor & Company
Shawmut Design & Construction
Skyline Realty

Taylor, Duane, Barton & Gilman,    
LLP

Tyco Employee Matching Gifts 
Program

United Parcel Service
W.T. Rich Company, Inc.
Wainwright Bank

Other Organizations
All Saints Parish, Brookline
The Art Connection
Boston Police Department
Boston Teachers Union
Brandeis University
Church of The Covenant, Boston
First Baptist Church of Lexington
First Baptist Church of Wakefield
First Congregational Church of

Winchester
Greater Boston Legal Services
iGive.com
Mt. Auburn Athletic Club, Inc.
Neighborhood Health Plan
New England Association of 

College Admission Counselors
Old South Church in Boston
Shelter Alliance
St. Francis Prudential Chapel
St. John The Evangelist
St. Vincent de Paul Sacred Heart 

Parish
Trinity Church in the City of 

Boston
U.C.C. Congregational Mission
United Parish in Brookline
United Parish of Auburndale
Wellesley Congregational Church
Wheelock College Student 

Development Office
Wild Women Enterprises

Individuals
$5,000+
Anonymous
Irene Esteves
Eric and Laura Peterson

$1,000-$4,999
Francine Achbar and Stuart 

Mushlin
Christopher Betke, Esq.
Lana Branton
Mary Bundy
Eileen Chafel
Anne Covert and Edward Cutler
Deborah Crockett
Virginia Deknatel
Robert Devereaux
Susan Dickler and 

Sigmund Van Raan
Sherry Fine
Delia Flynn
Janet Freeman and Paul Solman
Jay and Tara Gohlmann
John Henry
Robert and Diane Hildreth
Emily Hughey
Seth Jaffe and Genia Long
Seth and Beth Klarman
Susan Lee and Donald La Haye
Dan and Maureen Newman
J. David Officer and Marcia Wade
Drew and Martha Prozeller
Michael Roitman
Norton Sherman
Brian Spector
Walter Van Dorn
Amy Woods and Humberto Gil
Leila Yassa and David Mendels

$500-$999
Kathryn Angell and 

Herman Leonard
Anonymous
Scott Bradner and 

Cheryl Chapman
Anne Calabresi and 

Robert Oldshue
Judith Chasin
Margaret and William Congleton
William and Caren Cowie
Stephen Danazio
Daniel and Mary Dennis
Musau Dibinga
Louise Frost
John Horst

of whom were from the community and 20% from our own residential programs.  168 women and children were
counseled through the Mental Health Program, and 202 children were served by Children's Services.

Late in 2004, Casa Myrna's main office and SafeLink hotline moved to a new site just a few blocks from our former
location.  The new offices are large enough to accommodate all of the administrative staff and hotline advocates on one
floor, whereas they had previously been divided between two separate suites.  Although the location remains
confidential to ensure the safety of staff and clients, we are happy to say we've stayed in Boston's South End, the same
neighborhood in which we were founded over 28 years ago.

Longtime Executive Director Shiela Moore left the agency late in 2004 and was replaced on an interim basis by Susan E.
Duley.  The Board of Directors' search for a new E.D. culminated in the selection of Georgianna Meléndez, who has been
leading the agency since December of 2005.  

All those involved with Casa Myrna Vazquez are grateful to the many supporters whose generosity continues to make the
agency's work possible.  In 2005, they included:
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LOOKING AHEAD
Affordable housing and employment are two key elements to a battered woman's success in achieving long-term post-
shelter stabilization.  At Casa Myrna Vazquez, active collaboration at all levels of the agency provides women with the tools
they need to finish or advance their educations, access career counseling, explore their options with regard to housing, and
build networks of resources in the community to sustain them post-shelter.   While helping them achieve those goals is a key
part of our mission, tracking their success has become an important benchmark for the effectiveness of our programs.

We use monthly reports from all our programs to study demographic trends among battered women, both in shelter and in
the community, and to identify areas of emerging or unmet needs.  Among those are the steady rise in the number of
undocumented immigrant women seeking refuge from abusive partners, and the complicating factors of mental illness and
substance abuse in incidences of domestic violence.  

Measuring the outcomes of programs and services is notoriously difficult in the area of domestic violence, where critically
important concerns of safety and confidentiality prevent organizations from compiling data on the women they have served,
and from trying to remain in touch with them after they have left.  Casa Myrna is working to implement a comprehensive
approach that will empower battered women to become stakeholders in the agency's work by providing post-shelter reports
on their success in maintaining safe, independent housing, as well as on the challenges they have faced along the way.
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CASA MYRNA VAZQUEZ
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

July 1, 2004 - June 30, 2005

ASSETS
Current Assets $950,991
Property and Equipment $1,899,511
Investments $100,000
Total Assets $2,950,502

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities $335,272
Long-Term Liabilities $946,422
Total Liabilities $1,281,694

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted $1,454,326
Temporarily Restricted $114,482
Permanently Restricted $100,000
Total Net Assets $1,668,808

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $2,950,502

REVENUE FOR FY 2005
Contributions $788,821
Contracts $2,843,645
Other $269,929
Total Revenue $3,902,395

BREAKDOWN OF CONTRIBUTIONS
Foundations and Businesses $366,364
Other Organizations $65,542
Individuals $142,913
Special Events $10,800
United Way $203,202
Total Contributions $788,821

AGENCY EXPENSES 
Personnel $2,578,829
Program Costs $243,152
Contract Services $379,739
Occupancy $418,704
Depreciation and Amortization $169,776
Other $72,466
Total Expenses $3,862,666

EXPENSES
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Casa Myrna Vazquez is a multicultural organization dedicated to ending domestic violence in the
lives of women and children through advocacy, prevention, and intervention programs.
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Design & Production: Crystal L. Noble

casa myrna vazquez
PO Box 180019 Boston, MA  02118
Tel: 617 521 0100   Fax: 617 521 0105   Web: www.casamyrna.org

Non-profit org. 

U.S. Postage

PAID
Boston, MA 

Permit No. 50868

Ruth and Andrew 
Woods Dunham

Peter and Nancy Wyatt
Jean Yoderand Robert Willemin
Nathaniel Young Jr.
Barbara Zack
Susan Zeiger
Elizabeth Zimmermann

In Kind: Individuals
Vanessa Aller
John Archibald
Julie Atkins
Michael and Patricia Barry
Feleshia Battles
Clare Bretradh and Marilyn Jean
Mary Chase
Edward Collins
Noel Costello
Deborah Crockett
Cheryl Desilva
Gail Dighton-Berlinger
Diana Direiter
Mike Dolan
Libby Doubilet
Margaret Drew
Shoshanna Ehrlich
James Fair
Harriet Finkelstein
Andrew Grainger
Susie Halligan
Joan Helfman

Max Hobart
Ed Huff
Marcie Janineh
Lois and Fred Kanter
Warren Kantrowiiz
Susan Keliher
Shari Khalil
Michiko Kita
Kelly Kleinschrodt and 

Monica Alvarez-Goldman
Kate Koengeter
Stephen LaLiberte and 

Terry Anderson
Kathleen Landry
Katharine Langenberg
Christine Larranags
Bess Lee
Kristy MacLennan
Lee Martz
Susan McGovern
Amy Merrill
Daniela Messina
Hank Miller
Jenna Paglia
Mav Pardee
Glenna Parker
Thomas and Susan Parks
Susan Powers and 

Bradley Gerratt
Peg Quilty
Zuleica Rendall
Cleo Rocha
Susan Russinouich

Mike Sanford
Liz Saunders
Gilian Shallcross
Dave Small and Al Ventullu
Thomas Stephenson
James and Leandrea Dames 

Stolecki
Susan Tompkins-Hunt
Sherie Torres
Karen Van Beers
Carolyn Wehler
Susan Weil
Jennifer Weisman
Eleanor Weller
Christa Wright

In-Kind: Businesses and
Other Organizations
Administrative Office of the 

Trial Court of Massachusetts
Aunt Sadie's General Store
Bath and Body Works
Boston College Law School
The Boston Globe
Boston Medical Center Dept. of 

Surgery
Boston University
City Year Boston
Colonial Park School, Stoneham
Cradles to Crayons
Flour Bakery
Foodie's Urban Market

Gibson Domain/Domain 
Harlequin
John Hancock Financial Services
Mellon New England
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, 

Glovsky and Popeo,P.C.
MJ Berries Design
New Balance
New England Association of 

College Admission Counselors
New England Women in Real 

Estate (NEWIRE)
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced 

Study
Rebecca's Cafe
Reebok International-Fitness 

Dept.
Shawmut Design and
Construction
Shaws at the Prudential
South End Formaggio
Sovereign Bank
Verizon Wireless
Whole Foods Market


